Rechallenge with platinum plus fluoropyrimidine +/- epirubicin in patients with oesophagogastric cancer.
There is no standard second-line therapy for patients with oesophagogastric cancer who progress following first-line chemotherapy for advanced disease or relapse following radical multi-modality therapy. The aim of this retrospective study was to evaluate survival following rechallenge with platinum plus fluoropyrimidine (PF) +/- epirubicin. Patients treated with PF +/- epirubicin for oesophagogastric cancer at our institution were identified from the electronic prescribing database. Patients rechallenged with PF +/- epirubicin >3 months after completing initial chemotherapy were eligible. Primary endpoint was survival, calculated from day 1 of rechallenge treatment to date of death or last follow-up. Secondary endpoints were progression-free survival and response rate to PF-based re-challenge. Between 2000 and 2008, 950 patients treated with PF +/- epirubicin for oesophagogastric cancer were identified. 298 patients progressed or relapsed >3 months after completing chemotherapy, of whom 106 patients were rechallenged with PF-based chemotherapy. Median progression-free survival and overall survival were 5.1 and 10 months, respectively, from date of rechallenge for patients treated with initial radical intent and 3.9 and 6.6 months, respectively, in patients treated with palliative intent from diagnosis. In a survival analysis, no significant prognostic factors were identified. Selected patients with oesophagogastric cancer who relapse or progress >3 months after initial treatment with PF +/- epirubicin may benefit from re-introduction of PF-based chemotherapy.